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T 
hose huge brick and mortar structures that we all 
identify as ñschoolsò have been closed during these 
uncertain days of COVID-19. But education cannot 

and will not be shut down, thanks to home-schooling. 
  The children of The Bad River Reservation are served by 
the Ashland School District, but their classrooms in recent 
days have been inside their own homes. 
  And that makes Fred Pero a very busy man. Besides serv-
ing as Bad Riverôs Youth Coordinator, Pero ï a single-
parent ï has three children of his own that he must 
ñcoordinateò and now, home-school. 
  ñI am enjoying home-school a ton!ò  Pero said, with great 
joy jumping from his voice. ñIt gives me the opportunity to 
spend time with my kids and it also gives me the chance to 
help them out as well.ò 
  Pero has three children: daughters Evaiya, 9, a fourth-
grader; Iyana, 8, third grade; and son Areeyon, 6, in kin-
dergarten. All are students at Lake Superior Elementary ï 
that is, of course ï in the pre-coronavirus days. 
  ñThey are adjusting just fine but I know they miss inter-
action with their friends and teachers,ò said the always-
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affable Pero. ñThe best part of home-
schooling is the time I get to spend with my 
children and helping them out as much as 
possible.ò 
  Pero admits heôs not a professional teacher 
but heôs working hard to do the best he can. 
  ñThe worst part about it is Iôm technically 
not a teacher, so Iôm basically freestyling 
learning options for them to stay ahead,ò he 
said. ñAll I can really do is help them out as 
much as possible, so they stay on track with 
their schoolwork. The Ashland School Dis-
trict is doing a fantastic job at giving them 
resources and a ton of options for them to 
keep up with their learning curriculum, as 
well.ò 
  Pero has some teaching tools on hand and 
heôs not afraid to use them. 
  ñSome stuff my oldest girls use are GetE-
pic, Prodigy, Reflex math, MobyMax, Edu-
cation Galaxy, BookFlix and Raz-Kids,ò he 
said. ñThese options you can find on the 
Internet and they help out with reading, 
math, spelling etc.ò 
   Peroôs children are three precious pieces of 
a bigger education puzzle that must be put 
together under these trying times faced by 
The Reservation, Ashland County, the State 
of Wisconsin, our nation, and the world. 
Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers announced on 
April 16 that all public and private schools 
will remain closed through the end of the 
academic year. This, of course, underscores 
the importance of home-schooling. 
  ñWe have around 450 students, both on and 
off the Bad River Reservation within the 

Ashland School District service area,ò said 
Stephanie Julian, Director of the Education 
Program for The Tribe. ñAll of these stu-
dents are in contact with their teachers/
schools and receiving school work and activ-
ities they can do while they are home-bound 
in self-isolation.ò 
  Julian also said that approximately 50 stu-

dents from Bad Riverôs Head Start program 
are receiving homework packets on their 
front steps from their teachers to continue 
their learning. 
  Schools closed on March 18 and home-
schooling began in the last week of March. 
Julian said it is up to the parents to deter-
mine how much time their children spend on 
home-schooling in a given day. 
  She said assignments and activities are 
given to the students via their tablet comput-
ers from school, through email and/or group 
meetings. The parents help with the assign-
ments and activities.  
  ñHome-School Coordinators are also reach-
ing out to each of our students and making 
sure they have what they need to not only 
complete assignments, but to stay safe and 
well while they are at home for the duration 
of the self-isolation,ò Julian said. 
  She added that, Joe Corbine, the High 
School Home-School Coordinator, has creat-
ed a social-media page for students, parents 
and grandparents to follow that will help 
with a variety of things that students might 
need. 
  ñThe school principals have started using 
YouTube to send messages out to students 
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